
The ICPC Process to Place a Foster Child Out of State:
A Flowchart of Stakeholders’ Responsibilities

SENDING
AGENCY

Agency where
child resides

• Completes ICPC Form
100-A.

• Requests home study,
including outline of local
requirements.

• Sends information packet
about child’s special needs,
proposed medical and
financial arrangements to
support the placement, and
necessary services for the
child.

• If receiving state approves placement, reviews home
study and other information to determine whether
to place child out of state.

• If child is to be placed in receiving state, completes
ICPC Form 100-B.

• Notifies receiving state that the child has been
placed and supervision by that state is to begin.

• Retains financial responsibility and court
jurisdiction for case.

• Uses progress reports to
assess ongoing placement.

• Considers any
recommendations received.

• If needed, continues to
consider permanency plans
for the child (including
finalization of cross-
jurisdictional adoption).

SENDING
STATE

ICPC Compact
Administrator in

child’s state

• Reviews packet for
completeness and
compliance with state laws.

• Forwards packet to
receiving state.*

• Reviews home study for
completeness and
compliance with state laws.

• Reviews ICPC Form 100-B. • Monitors periodic progress
reports.

• Reviews any
recommendations.

RECEIVING
STATE

ICPC Compact
Administrator in

prospective
parent’s state

• Reviews packet for
completeness and
compliance with state laws.

• Asks receiving agency to
review proposed placement.

• Reviews home study for
completeness and
compliance with state laws.

• Upon reviewing recom-
mendations, approves or
denies requested placement.

• Signs ICPC Form 100-A.

• Reviews ICPC Form 100-B. • Monitors periodic progress
reports.

• Reviews any
recommendations.

RECEIVING
AGENCY

Agency where
prospective

parent resides

• Conducts home study.
• Makes recommendation about the suitability of

potential placement.

• Conducts supervision of child’s case.
• Ensures that requested services are received.
• Prepares periodic progress reports.
• If appropriate, recommends closing case or

returning child to the sending state.

Adapted from the GAO’s November 1999 report,
HHS Could Better Facilitate the Interjurisdictional Adoption Process

* Note: In a few states, responsibility for contacting the receiving state has been delegated to the sending agency. In
those locations, the ICPC state compact administrator receives copies of documents but does not forward them.


